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NAHUSHA 


Even though Nahusha, the son of King Ayus and Queen Indumati, 
was spirited away at birth to be killed by the demon, Hunda, he lived 
on to achieve immortality. Married to Ashokasundari, the beautiful 
daughter of Shiva and Parvati, he was elected to be the king of 
heaven. And then his mortal mind succumbed to the sin of pride. The 
stories of Nahusha are taken from the Padma Purana and the 
Mahabharata. 
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HE BECAME THE KING OF HEAVEN 












■ i 






VjJ* 




























































































THE BIRTH 
NAHUSHA[ 



KING AH US flNP MIS QUEEN 
IN PU MAT I HAP REASON TO 
FEEL PROUP AND HAPPY. 


i i ? 

Y WHAT A FINE 
SON WE HAVE 1 
|\ BEEN 0LESSEP 





THAT NIGHT WHILE THE WHOLE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



[..HE HANDED OVERTHE^^/^ 

CHILD TO HJ5> WtFE . j^HT 


| I ORDER THE COOK^Nj n 
kV T 0 MAKE A DISH FOR I jg 
I MS OUT OF THIS 
K Fine SON AND 



WHEN THE DISH WAS READY 



YEAN WHILE IN A CORNER OF THE I 

kitchen. 



SOON 



\i 




VO* 


2 


NAHUSHA 






MEANWHILE 


HE MUST BE 
SOMEWHERE 
SAFE.- 
v I HOPE... 


MV SON. 
MISSING 
GONE... 




DON’T 06 \ 

DISTRAUGHT. ' 
VOUR CHILD 
WILL COM6 
BACK TO 
VOU.K0R 
THE MOMENT j 
HE IS IN 
GOOD HANDS. 
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IT WAG A GROUP OF 
SINGING. ,- 


OE VA CHARANAS + 


THE TEARS PASSED. NAHUSHA 
WftS NOW A TOUNG MAN. ONE 
DAT. WHEN HE W >95 c ° Ll -^J~ 

M6 SAMIT* FOR VfiQSHTHZ 5 

sacrificial FIRE, HE heard 
TH E SWEET STRA I NS OF MUS IC. 

9 ' ^ WHAT '5 ) | l 

^ ifixtlT * -HAT p J 7 


.HIS PARENTS 
STILL GRIEVE FOR 
THE LOST SON... 


0 nahusha 


POOR 

nahusha 


' ...WHO WAS \ 
-ElZED bv HUNPA- 
1SURA, BUT WAS SAVED 
\ BV A COOK’S 
\ COMPASSION... . 


WHEN VASISHTHA 
CONFIRMED THE/R 
TALE — |~—K- 


NAHUSHA RAN BACK TO THE 
HERMITAGE, i- 


THAT EVIL 
ASURA 
SHOULD BE 
SLAIN. 


BLESS ME 
NOBLE 
SAGE. 


MAV 

SUCCESS 

BE 

VOURS< 


*R*ols rite 


MUSICIAN9 


amar CHITRAKATHA 


NAHUSHA 


AS NAHUSHA VENTURED DEEP INTO THE FORESTS 

IN SEARCH OF HONDA, A BEAUTIFUL MR,DEN 
APPEARED BEFORE HIM HIDEN 




"one DAT, WHEN LORD SHIVA 
AND PARVATi WERE in 
NAN DAN A VANA, PARVATi DECIDED 
TO TEST THE KALPA VRtKSHA V 

Will / um ... I WAIN I... 



TO her delight 

THE WISH CAME 
TRUE. ” 



/ WAS THAT 
BABT. ** 



I GREW UPAS PARVATI’S DAUGHTER THE 

,N H£R benevolence oksnteo 

ME A BOON.* 


*■ wish fulfilling TREE 


















































































































































































amar CHITRA katha 




I WHEN HUN PA 
) STRETCHES OUT 
V A HAND, HE 
1 NEVER WITH- l 
i DRAWS IT i 
f EMPTY. A\ 


"ft NO HE VANISHED 1 . 


THAT CANNOT BE, FC 
I AM TO MARRY 

NAHUSHA THE SON 
v OF AYUS. 


I HAVE 
6IVEN YOU 
MY ANSWER 
PLEASE 
GO AWAY- . 


W PflV, / WAS WANDERING /v|| | 

HAH PAN A VAN ft WUH MV M ft IPS, AN ASURA 
CAME THERE*. | ST— 


BEAUTEOUS MAiPEN, j 
I AM THE MIGHTY 
HUNPA,SON OF 
viprachitti. 


WHO 


ACCEPT MV 
LOVE AND 
MARRY ME. 


-♦ 


^ BUT WHY WAIT 

Ifor ONE who IS 

( NOT YET BORN? 
( MARRY ME NOW! 


34 




W‘ 


h 








SONS DA YS LATEX, A BEAUT!ft!L WOMAN CAME 
70 ME KEEPING. SHE TOLD ME THAT HUNPA 
HAD KILLED HEX HUSBAND/' 

I Am PERFORMING AUSTERITIES ^ ^ 

TO PESTROY HUNPA. COME TO 

my hermitage.it will give 
me solace. 




^TL * 


I ACCOMPANIED THE 
LADV TO HER HOME." 



n 


NAHUSHA 



'BEFORE / COULD SAW 
ANOTHER. WORD THE 
WOMAN CHANGED HER 
FORM .* 




ANP FOR 1 

TRIFLING WITH 
ME THUS, I CURSE 
YOU. MAY YOU 
PIE AT THE 
HANDS OF MY 
FUTURE O 

HUSBAND / 

NAHUSHA. Sm 


ANP / RETURNED TO MV 
PARENTS AT RAIL ASA. u 



THIS THEN 
IS MY 
STORY. . 


NOW I UNDER¬ 
STAND WHY HUNDA 
TRIED TO KILL ME 
.AS SOON AS I WAS 
\ BORN. V 






■ 



IT , S 

HUNDA» 


I WAS TRICKED 
THEN,NAHUSHA. 
BUT NO ONE WILL 
STOP ME NOW. . 








« * i 
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amar chitra katha 



HUN9A AS WILLED BY 
DESTINY. NOW--. 
WILL YOU MARRY 
ME, AS DESTINY 
HAS WILLED? 


KEADILV MARRIED 
you. BUT f A/V\ TOO.., 
VOU ARE OLDER 
•••MUCH OLDER. 


IS' 






ij 


\ 





AND I WILL ALWAYS 
REMAIN SO. I DO NOT 
AGE AS HUMANS 90. 
VET, IT IS TO A 
HUMAN THAT I HAVE 
LOST My HEART. 



FILLED WITH HAPPINESS , 
HP HUSH ft MARRIED 
ftSHOKftSUNPftR!. 



7HEV THEN WENT TO HIS 

father ’s kingdom, where 
Son and parents were 

unite p ONCE MORE . 


V 


* 


n 


HIM. 


IN COURSE OF TIME* 
mus DIED AND 
NAHUSHA SUCCEED 


NAHUSHA 


NAHUSHA AND 



r 


ONE PM, IN THE KINGDOM 
OF NAHUSHA, THE BRAVE ANP 
BROAD-CHESTED KAIVARJAS 
OF PR AT AG , CAST THEIR. 

NETS FOR THEIR DftlLT 
CATCH OF FISH . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




THE KAtVARTRS BEGAN 


| HAVE LIVEP FOR 
MANY YEARS WITH 
THESE CREATURES' 

I GREW TO LOVE THEM 
AND THEY LOVEP ME 
V IN RETURN. y 


WHAT ARE 
YOU SAVING 
0 SAGE ? 


WHAT SHOULD 
WE DO TO ATONE 
FOR OUR SIN ? 




o kaivartas, 

FISHING IS 

youR livelihood. 

YOU CAU6HT ME, 
DIDN’T YOU? NOW, 
SELL ME ALONG 
u-i WITH YOUR 
?p\ CATCH. 




■* LIVING in water 


NAHUSHA 



CAN I NOW FOR 
SAKE THEM ? NO ? 
LET MV DESTINY 
BE THE SAME AS 
V THEIRS. 


THE SAGE STROKED 
THE DYING FISH 
WITH PHY AND 
COMPASSION. 



IN GREAT FEAR. , THE 
KAIV,ARTAS WENT WITH 
THIS STORY TO NAHUSHA 


' PLEASE COME 
WITH US AND 
SPEAK TO THE 

. SAGE VOUR- 
sk. SELF. > 


/ NOBLE 
PRIEST ; MY 
MINISTERS 
-LET US GO 
TO THE SA6E 


l*J 


IUa 

. 






f JuTjb Ti 




'X.y 


r 4 H 

[D TO 


KING , 



r THESE MEN 
HAVE WORKED 

HARP TO HAUL ME 
IN. LET THEIR 
EFFORT NOT GO 
k IN VAIN. SET A 
K PROPER PRICE 
■ ON ME AND 
ft GIVE IT TO 
THEM. 


TELL ME, 

0 SAGE, WHAT 
yOU WOULD HAVE 
ME DO AND IT 
SHALL BE DONE. 


AT PRAY AG , NAHUSHA 
INTRODUCED HIMSELF 
TO CHYAVANA. THEN — 


-V 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



JUST THEN AN ASCETIC 
WHO HAD BEEN STANDING 
NEAR BN CAME FORWARD. 
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NAHUSHA 



THEREFORE ONLV 
A COW, 0 NAHUSHA 
COULD BE THE 
PROPER PRICE. 



ENLIGHTENED, NAHUSHA TURNED TO 
CHYAVANA. 


I OFFER A COW AS VOUR 
PRICE, 0 SAGE . THE KAlVARTAS 
WILL RECEIVE A COW FOR 
THEIR LABOUR. 


NAHUSHA, 
I AM 

PLEASED 
WITH VOU. 



> 



GIVE THESE 
KAlVARTAS THIS 
BLESSED ANIMAL 
FOR THEIR 
TROUBLE. 



at ONCE, NAHUSHA ARRANGED 


FOR THE COW TO BE GIVEN TQ 

THE KAlVARTAS. CHYAVANA AND 

THE ASCETIC THEN BLESSED 
HIM... ,— -_ _ __ 


rites 


...AND WENT 
THEIR WAYS. 










































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


CURSE 




Ji 


V 


NR HUSH A IN A 5 THE l PEAL KING 
BY HiS GOOP DEEDS ANP 
UN MATCHED VALOUR, HE 

dazzled even the denizens 

OF HEAVEN. r 




y 


' A 




Jit 




¥ 


r^a 


0( 




r< 


T>' 


r r7 




’** r 




i 


r 


s _^ 


VA 


% 




<L* 




-••I 




V 








i —<V 




SO, W//£A/ /A/0*/), 
tf/A/6 OF THE DEV AS, 
WAS DEPRIVED OF HIS 
THRONE BY A CURSE, 
THEY CHOSE NA HUSH A 
AS THEIR. NEXT KING. 


lM 


kVa 


CLy. 




THEN BRAHMA BLESSED HIM WITH THE 
MOS T POWERFUL BO ON OF ALL . 

MAY ALL WHO COME 
WITHIN THE RANGE OF 
YOUR VISION BE DEPRIV 
ED OF THEIR ENER 
AND COME UNDER 
YOUR SWAY. 



DESPITE ALL THIS , NAHUSHA , WITH 
HUMBLE DEVOTION, CONTINUED TO 
WORSHIP THE DEV AS AS HE HAP 



... HNU IN THE COUR 

the DEV as BOWED 
TO HIM. 


ANP SO / T 
WENT OH 


NAHUSHA 


THEN ONE PAH IN THE MIDST OF H!Q WORSHIP 
I NAHUSHA SUDDENLH STOPPED AND OPENED 
HIS EHES. 





THEY MUST NOT 
ONLY BOW BEFORE 
ME, THEY SHOULP 
ALSO SERVE ME 



f i 

f m 

1 

1 || 

\ 

^ H 

|L 

“ ‘ I 

if i 

1 
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CONTD ON PAGE 19 













































































































































































































5-IN-l 



STORIES OF 

□Sri 


RAMA 

[Wl 


NAHUSHA 



r A6NI, VAVU— 
COME HERE ? YOU 
SHALL WAVE THE 
FANS UPON ME 
TOPAV. 


C DC Ofi 


i rill 1 !/, 1 .' 




V 

■»rj; r yrTTTT. .i h 


THE PEVAS WERE STRUCK 
PUM& WITH AMAZEMENT. 


A GASP OF HORR 
WENT ROUND 
THE HALL . 


I WILL HAVE 
TO OBEY HIM- 
I AM POWER¬ 
LESS UNPER. 
HIS GAZE. 


YES . WE 
WILL HAVE 
TO OBEY 
HIM. 


JiJJ/w 

V'ji 




GOOP I AND HENCE¬ 
FORTH THE SAGES 
SHALL PULL M-Y 
CHARIOT AS I RIPE 
THROUGH 

HEAVEN. 






























































































































































































NAHUSHA 



O A6ASTVA, TOPAV, 
IT 15 VOUR. TURN TO 
PULL NAHUSHA’S 
CHARIOT. WILL YOU 
TOO POT UP WITH , 
THIS INSULT?/! 


THE SHOES WE RE¬ 
IN A QUANPAR.Y . 
FINALLY, SAGE 
BHRiGU CAME ONE 
PAY TO SAGE 
A6ASTYA . 


I HAVE NO CHOICE BHRlGU. 
BECAUSE OF BRAHMA'S BOON 
ANP THE NECTAR NAHUSHA 
HAS DRUNK, WE ARE POWER¬ 
LESS BEFORE HIM. THERE A 
IV IS N0THIN6 WE CAN DO. ^ 


TO ESCAPE THE RANGE 
OF HIS POWERFUL 
VISION, I WILL HIPE 
WITHIN YOUR. MATTEP 
V LOCKS. ^ 


THERE IS, 
A6ASTYA. 
BRAHMA 
HIMSELF 
HAS 

SUGG EST E P 
A PLAN- 


THEN, IMPELLEP 
BV THE FATE THAT 

BEFALLS tvrants 

^ HE WILL KICK 
S^\ YOU. 


WHEN YOU ARE VOKEP TO 
HIS CHARIOT, NAHUSHA WILL 
ORDER YOU TO MOVE, 
k. PO NOT MOVE. S 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEN I A/ILL CURSE 
HIM. HlPDEN AS I WILL 
BE FROM HIS VISION, 
THE COPSE I UTTER. 
WILL IMMEDlATELV 

COME TRUE. 


* 


(Oj\ 




AND WE 
WILL ALL BE 
RELEASED 
FROM 

BONDAGE* 


///” 


2 lm 


1 , 


/> 4 




h 




pip VOU HEAR 
WHAT I SAID, 
FOOL ? MOVE I 




NAHUSHA 






AND NAHUSHA CAME. 
HURTLING DOWN TOWARDS 
EAR-TH. ■■■HIM 


v^x. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


nahusha's deep and 

SINCERE PRAYERS ROSE 
UP TO HEA VEN . IN 
COMPASSION, AGASTYA 
TURNED TO BHRI6U. 


BUT BECAUSE OF HtS 
EARLIER HUMILITY AND 
DEVOTION, NAHUSHA 
RETAINED THE MEMORY OF 
HIS BYGONE DAYS. AND NOW, 
SHAME AND REMORSE 
CAME TO HIM . 


V O NAHUSHA ; ^ 

I CANNOT WITHDRAW 
A CURSE ONCE UTTER¬ 
ED. BUT BE CONSOLED 
A KINO WHO WILL BE 
BORN ON EARTH WILL 
RESCUE YOU FROM 
v YOUR PLIGHT. 


O SAGES 
O DEVAS 
FORGIVE 
ME 1 


POOR MAN ? 
HE IS TRULY 
PENITENT. 
PLEASE SOFTEN 
THE CURSE. 


AND BHRIGU VANISHED LEAVING 


the colossal snake to await 

THE COMING OF HIS SAVIOUR. 




1 ' 

11 V\\ j 

k s 1 



„ \ IV 1 



l ' mk 

'1^ * 


NAHUSHA 



BREAKING DOWN TREES, 
STAMPING ON THE GROUND 
AND ROARING LOUDLY » 

HE WENT DEEPER AND 
DEEPER INTO THE JUNGLE • 


...FRIGHTENING T, 

ANIMALS BY HIS 

AND VOICE 


VIGOUR 


NAHUSHA AND YUDHISHTHIRA 


r AlL ED by their treacherous 

COUSINS THE KAURAVAS, THE 
FANDAVA S — YUDHISHTHIRA , 
BHEEMA , ARJUNA, NAKULA AND 
SAHADEVA —' WITH THEIR WIFE 
DRAUPAD!, WERE LIVING IN A 
HERMITAGE IN THE FOREST. 


Hr? 




ONE DAY, BHEEMA DECIDED TO ROAM THE 
JUNGLES. HE SET OFF, EXULTING IN THE 
NATURAL BEAUTY AROUND HIM. 
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> 
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/ 
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NAHUSHA 



MEANWHILE } BACK AT THE 
HERMITAGE, VUDHiSHTHtRA 
WAS WORRIED. 


CROWS ChWI NG...J 
JACKALS HOWLING ... 
THE WIND PRY AND 
FULL OF 6RIT... 
THESE ARE BAD 



HE WENT OUT 
QUITE SOME TIME 
A GO. 


DRAUPADI, 
WHERE IS 
BHEEMA 9 





ARJUNA \ STAND 
WARD OVER PR AO PA 
lAKULAJ SAHAPEVA ? 
OU PROTECT THE 
DWELLERS OF THE 
HERMITAGE 




LOOK I BHEEMA 
HAS LEFT A TRAIL 
WE WILL FOLLOW 

^ it. 


THEY SET OUT 
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,mar chitra katha 







I BESEECH yOU, 
LET HIM 60. I WILL 
DO ANYTHING \ 
ANYTHING THAT 
YOU WANT ME , 
\ TO. / 



N ft HUSH ft THEN TOLD yuDHlSHTHlRft 
7HE SJOR.H Of HIS GREAT fftLL . 


I WILL SET HOUR 
BROTHER FREE IF 
yOU ANSWER THE 
QUESTIONS I PUT 
TO HOU . . 




A 


l 


v x __ 


s 


_ 

- _ 










w 


It 


If, 

til 


It 



NAHUSHA 



TELL ME 
FIRST, WHO IS 

A brahmana? 


/ ANY MAN WHO 
/ IS TRUTHFUL, 
CHARITABLE, FORGIV¬ 
ING, KIND ANP OF 
6000 CONDUCT IS A 
BRAHMAN A, WHATEVER 
BE HIS BIRTH. ANT 
MAN WHO POES NOT 
POSSESS THESE 
VIRTUES IS A SHUPRA, 
WHATEVER BE HIS 

V birth. 




'/Z 






\ 


V 






/ 






DO yOU MEAN THEN, 
THAT THE IDEA OF 
CASTE IS FUTILE? 








( 




S. 




r 


V 




^ ves.MEN OF THE n 
/ FOUR CASTES INTER¬ 
MARRY .THEREFORE, 
THERE CAN BE NO FIXED 
CASTE . THUS , IN JUDGING 
A MAN, IT IS NOT 
BIRTH THAT COUNTS, 

V BUT VIRTUE. y t 


A 


v_l 




> x 


/V 


v 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


/ HOW CAN ONE 
* ATTAIN SALVATION? 




&Y helping 
the poor and 

NEEDY; BY NOT 
INJURING ANV 
CREATURE ANO BY 
BEING TRUTHFUL ANO 
KINO ALWAYS, ONE 
CAN GAIN A HAPPY 
STATE AFTER 
DEATH. 




- 


f 

a 




ONE 3Y ONE t VUDHISHTHIRf) 
answered au THE QUESTIONS 
PUT BY JHE SERPENT. 




LLLu 


nahusha 



TH£N "*"“*"* BOSE TO heaven... 





...AND YUDH/SHTH/RA 
BHEEMA AND PHAUMYA 

Returned to the 
hermitage where 

THE OTHERS WELCOMED 

them joyously. 
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